
2 TIMOTHY 
Week 4:  Holding to the Truth (2:14-26) 

1. Read for context 

a. One of the common threads throughout this passage has to do with the problem of the tongue – 

what is spoken and taught. 

b. Hymenaeus is mentioned in 1 Timothy as a false teach, and now Philetus is added to his 

number. False teaching was a common problem in the early church and posed a danger to the 

gospel message. 

c. Paul’s allusion to the foundation and seal would have been a recognized metaphor. In the 

ancient world, foundation stones (especially among the wealthy) often contained seals with a 

wise saying written on them. 

d. A “great house” alluded to in verse 20 is another name for a noble’s house.  

 

2. Watch Video 

 

3. Discuss 

a. Listen closely as someone reads aloud 2 Timothy 2:14-26. After the reading is completed, open 

the discussion up for general observations or questions from the reading. 

b. Reread verses 14-19. 

i. What is meant by “quarreling about words”? Can you think of a contemporary example 

of this that you’ve either observed or been involved in?  Discuss. 

ii. What is the challenge Paul gives Timothy in verse 15? 

iii. Discuss what “rightly handling the word of truth” means. 

iv. What do you think are the opportunities for growth in this area in your own life? 

v. How do verses 14 and 16-18 stand in direct contrast to verse 15? 

c. Reread verses 19-21. Paul uses two metaphors in these verses: a foundation with a seal, and 

household vessels. What do you learn from these examples and how can they be applied within 

the church? 

d. Reread verses 22-26. 

i. In these verses Timothy is instructed to avoid one thing and pursue something else. 

Looking back at verse 15 you’ll recall the need to “rightly handle the word of truth”. How 

does that ability help in addressing the warnings and instructions outlined in these 

verses? 

e. Application: How well are you doing in controlling what you say and how you speak? Where do 

you stand in relation to effectively handling the word of God? Do you see an opportunity to 

speak truth in love into one or more situations?  Consider these questions and write down 

thoughts of reflection. Share with your life group your answer to one of them. 

 

4. Preparation for next week (choose one)  

a. Step:  Memorize 2 Timothy 2:22 

b. Walk 

i. Memorize 2 Timothy 2:22 

ii. What aspect of this week’s memory verse do you need to work on? After seeking God’s 

leading in prayer, commit to one action step related to this verse. 

c. Climb  

i. Memorize 2 Timothy 2:22 

ii. After completing the “Walk” instructions, ask God to reveal to you someone who you can 

come alongside of and help in one of these areas. Commit to follow through sometime in 

the next several days.  


