
2 TIMOTHY 
 

Week 2:  Gospel Calling (1:8-18) 

1. Read for context 

a. Paul is in chains in a Roman prison. He has been abandoned by many of his companions. 

b. The humiliation and shame of being imprisoned stood in direct contrast to Greco-Roman values 

which included respect, honour, and status. 

c. The meeting of basic needs in an ancient prison was conditional on the benevolence of 

outsiders (e.g. family, friends, acquaintances) 

d. The gospel and its claims that Jesus is Lord of all (see Matt. 28:18) was seen by some as a 

threat to the Roman authorities, particularly the Roman Emperor, Nero. 

e. Inviting someone to be part of spreading the gospel was inviting them to face opposition from 

political authorities, religious authorities, and society in general (not to mention spiritual 

opposition (Eph. 6:12)). 

 

2. Watch Video 

 

3. Discuss 

a. Read verses 8-18 to familiarize yourself with the passage. Listen carefully as the passage is 

being read.   

b. What do you learn about Paul’s personal circumstances? 

c. How would you describe his attitude (or the tone of his writing) in the midst of these 

circumstances? 

d. Consider Timothy – young, bright, gifted, his whole life in front of him. Now consider what Paul 

is inviting him into in verse 8. What is the invitation and what is so striking about it? 

e. Describe your own “gut response” to being invited to suffer for the gospel. Be open about how 

you feel in your discussion. 

f. Reread verses 9-10. Discuss in detail what God has done for us in Christ. 

g. What do you learn about the gospel from these verses? 

h. If the gospel is such ‘good news’, why is it that we suffer for it? 

i. According to verses 11-12a, what is the source of Paul’s suffering and why (do you think)? 

j. Have you ever been ridiculed for a belief you held or communicated that was based on the 

Bible?  If so, what was the reason for the ridicule or criticism? 

k. What is Paul’s response despite opposition according to 12b? 

l. Application:  Consider verses 13-14 as instruction for you personally. Write down 2 or 3 specific 

takeaways based on these verses that you will respond to this week.  Take some time to reflect, 

pray, and write. Share at least one thing with your life group. 

 

4. Preparation for next week (choose one)  

a. Step:  Memorize 2 Timothy 2:1-2 or 2:10. 

b. Walk 

i. Memorize 2 Timothy 2:1-2 and 2:10 

ii. Write these verses in your own words. 

c. Climb  

i. Memorize 2 Timothy 2:1-2 and 2:10 

ii. Go to opendoorsca.org and read one of the stories about the persecuted church. At the 

beginning of group next week share what you learned and how you can pray as a group 

for the persecuted church. 


